19980331.ba v01_n991.bam.980331 v01_n992.bam.980331 


>From ???@??? Wed Apr 01 03:23:06 1998 

Message-Id: <199803311236.GAA26186@sco.theporch. com> 
Date: Tue, 31 Mar 1998 06:29:17 CST 

Subject: BOATANCHORS digest 1991 


BOATANCHORS Digest 1991 
Topics covered in this issue include: 


1) Re: What's a Navy GP-7? 
by Ho4bart <Ho4bart@aol.com> 
2) Stuf£ 
by Bill Hawkins <bill@iaxs.net> 
3) Re: Mackay 3010 RX history 
by "William B. Ross" <billross@txdirect.net> 
4) Cleaning up the Boonton Q meter 
by Henry van Cleef <vancleef@netcom. com> 
5) Re: Cleaning 75A4 Knobs (an effusion) 
by "Arden Allen" <gumbear@pacbell.net> 
6) R-388+ performance 
by "JOSE V.GAVILA (EB5AGV/EC5AAU)" <eb5agv@ctv.es> 
7) Subject: Cleaning Cabinet Smoking Stains 
by DCrespy <DCrespy@aol.com> 
8) Cleaning Knobs 
by Sandra L Knepper <slkst29+@pitt.edu> 
9) Cleaning smoke residue 
by Jim Lockwood <jmlckwd@mindspring.com> 


From: Ho4bart <Ho4bart@aol.com> 

Message-ID: <951a0c6e.3520784c@aol.com> 

Date: Mon, 30 Mar 1998 23:59:54 EST 

To: Old Tube Radios <boatanchors@theporch.com> 

Mime-Version: 1.0 

Subject: Re: What's a Navy GP-7? 

Content-type: multipart/mixed; 
boundary="part0_891320394_boundary" 


This is a multi-part message in MIME format. 
--part0_891320394_ boundary 

Content-ID: <0_891320394@inet_out.mail.aol.com.1> 
Content-type: text/plain; charset=US-ASCII 


In a message dated 98-03-30 18:08:52 EST, 
someone telegraphed me: 


> Anyone ever discover the REAL use for the I.F. transmitter portion? 


---and i reply, 

#1 actual communications. for example to avoid unpredictable 
characteristics of HF communication, such as skip distance..... 
the GP-2 i saw actually had LF frequencies written on the 
chart, such as 475 kc/s, which also could be used to communicate 
with ships equiped only with LF/ MF. 


#2 to provide homing signals for other planes. for example a PBY 
might spot an enemy convoy, break radio silence to send out 
a "contact report", and then may send a homing signal for 
torpedo bombers from a carrier to rendezvous at the location.... 


hue 


--part0_891320394 boundary 

Content-ID: <0_891320394@inet_out.mail.aol.com.2> 
Content-type: message/rfc822 
Content-transfer-encoding: 7bit 
Content-disposition: inline 


From: WSNO19 <WSNO19@aol.com> 

Return-path: <WSNO19@aol.com> 

To: Hod4bart@aol.com 

Subject: Re: What's a Navy GP-7? 

Date: Mon, 30 Mar 1998 18:08:52 EST 
Organization: AOL (http://www.aol.com) 
Mime-Version: 1.0 

Content-type: text/plain; charset=US-ASCII 
Content-transfer-encoding: 7bit 


Anyone ever discover the REAL use for the I.F. transmitter portion? 


--part0_891320394_ boundary - - 


Date: Mon, 30 Mar 1998 23:09:07 -0600 (CST) 

From: Bill Hawkins <bill@iaxs.net> 

Message-Id: <199803310509. XAA22886@citrus.iaxs.net> 
To: Old Tube Radios <boatanchors@theporch.com> 
Subject: Stuff 


I really shouldn't do this, but someone here might benefit (besides 
me, that is). Doreen Vigue of the Boston Globe wrote a column that 
was printed in the Minneapolis paper last Wednesday. The title was 


"The acquisitive American: We're drowning in our stuff". In it, she 
quotes Prof Robert Thompson of Syracuse U who says, "We really 
identify ourselves by what we consume, and every time we throw 
something away, we feel like we're tossing a little bit of our 


identity. And since our identities keep changing ... it's becoming 
more important to cling to the stuff that reminds us of who we used 
to be or who we wanted to be." I can relate to the "who we used to 


be" part. But I also think it's part ‘keep something interesting 
around’. 


We're not alone in keeping stuff. There's about a billion square 
feet of public self-storage space in the US. Of course, that's 

only four sqft for every man, woman, and child. Less than half a 
square meter. We've got a long way to go to have equal storage 

rights for all. 


Regards, 
Bill Hawkins 


Message-ID: <3520827A.5CF15B92@txdirect.net> 
Date: Mon, 30 Mar 1998 23:43:22 -0600 

From: "William B. Ross" <billross@txdirect.net> 
MIME-Version: 1.0 

To: Old Tube Radios <boatanchors@theporch.com> 
CC: Old Tube Radios <boatanchors@theporch.com> 
Subject: Re: Mackay 3010 RX history 
Content-Type: text/plain; charset=us-ascii 
Content-Transfer-Encoding: 7bit 


Ho4bart wrote: 
>. . . just who was the first to use the filmstrip dial scale system. 


Was it Mackay ? 

Other equipment to use this expanded "sliderule dial" were 
Federal's R-808 / GRC-14 ( tho not nearly with the Mackay 
frequency resolution ) and the UK military R-209 hf receiver. 


VVV NV 


I have a RACAL reciever of the same era that also uses it. I was so 
taken by it that I preserved the VFO and its filstrip frequency readout 
system from a second junker receiver for use in my eventual Grand 
Boatanchor Receiver design project that I hope to get to someday. 


Bill Ross K5LLK 


From: Henry van Cleef <vancleef@netcom. com> 

Message-Id: <199803310551.VAAQ2892@netcom19.netcom. com> 
Subject: Cleaning up the Boonton Q meter 

To: Old Tube Radios <boatanchors@theporch.com> 

Date: Mon, 30 Mar 1998 22:51:57 -0700 (MST) 
MIME-Version: 1.0 

Content-Type: text/plain; charset=US-ASCII 
Content-Transfer-Encoding: 7bit 


I see that we are once again in the semiannual discussion of mouse 
milks and magic potions for cleaning up old electronics. 


Well, 260A Q-meter number 2 is just beginning to go back together 
again after dissassembly for cleanup, inspection, and repair. There 
are only a few things I use for cleanup tasks. I think if they work 
on a Boonton Q-meter they'll work on anything else. 


The front panel got completely stripped of all components. Even the 
Boonton logo, which is fastened on with a threaded stud, came off. 
This allowed me to put the panel in the kitchen sink to clean up the 
grey crackle paint. A mild detergent solution (Octagon), a good 
soaking, and a bristle brush clean up the crackle paint so that it 
looks as good as it's going to (you don't really expect blue collar 
electronics to look brand new, do you? Anyway, I don't know a way to 
touch up the nicks and dings in Boonton grey crackle to look better 
than leaving the nicks and dings in there). A little household 
ammonia (the clear stuff, with no additives) helps loosen dirt and 
clean out the engraved markings. Encourage it with a toothbrush. 


For cleaning up and polishing bakelite, a good soak in soap and water 
will clean all the crud off Dakaware knobs. The way to get a good 
shine on them is simply to polish them with Brasso. Brasso, a soft 
cloth, and elbow grease, give fine results. If you need to remove 
scratches, some careful work with #600 automobile wet sandpaper will 
remove scratches. Go from there to automobile rubbing compound and 
the final polish (Brasso). I wash with soap and water when done to 
remove any Brasso residue. 


The cases on those nice Weston meters come out very nicely as well, 
using Brasso after a soap and water wash. Take the meter apart, 
parking the movement in a safe place, and have at it with the case. 
While you are at it, a Q-tip soaked in household ammonia cleans the 
crud out of the corners of the glass on the front. Soap, water, a 
good rinse, and polish the glass with Kleenex, checking to make sure 
you've left nothing. The back of the case also wants washing with 
soap and water, but no polishing. Allow everything to dry thoroughly, 
reassemble, and you've got meters that look like new. 


The clear plastic fiducial windows also clean up easily. Soap and 
water on the front takes most of the crud off. Polish out with 
Brasso, finish with soap and water and a good rinse, and a Kleenex 
wipe. Be careful not to use abrasives on the back, as they will 
remove the masking and fiducial line. 


The capacitance and frequency dials respond nicely to a sponge bath 
with soap and water, followed by a sponge rinse with water. On the 
top, with the Q-voltmeter out of the unit, a toothbrush and soap 
solution, followed by a water rinse, clean up the teflon insulator 
very nicely. Q-tip the threads in the terminal posts, cleaning out 
anything that dropped into the blind holes. Just moisten the Q-tip in 
water. The nuts on the binding posts can be soaked in ammonia and 
toothbrushed to clean them. 


Contacts on the resonating capacitor like a good cleanup. The center 
finger contacts, which connect to the HI posts, want a Q-tip and 
ammonia job. Use Caig Deoxit on all of the capacitor spring contacts. 


A little diesel fuel, put on old petrified lubricant, will soften it 
and you can do a cleanup without having to do a disassembly by 
Q-tipping around the shafts. Finish with a drop of motor oil to 
relubricate. Things like the vernier drives, which can be removed, 
respond well to a soaking in diesel fuel, followed by a little motor 
oil. You really don't want to take the resonating capacitor drives 
apart unless you want to do a lot of work getting them accurately 
recalibrated. #1 diesel fuel (the clear "automotive" stuff) is an 
excellent solvent as it damages nothing, and dries after a while with 
very little residue. Ammonia is a superb solvent, as the ammonia 
itself evaporates as a gas, leaving plain water which dries nearly 
residue-free. Soap solution is mild, but leaves a residue, and must 
be rinsed thoroughly. Brasso is a fine-grain diatomaceous earth 
polish that works very well for most general polishing tasks. A plain 
automotive polish, such as Dupont #7 does the same. You do not want 
any of the magic "silicone" polishes, as they leave a ton of residue 
which is almost impossible to remove. If you want to follow the 
polish with something to leave things shiny, use Simoniz paste wax. 
Absolutely superb for making polished clear plastic look like new. 

3M Adhesive Remover, which is sold in auto parts stores, does a 
wonderful job of removing old calibration stickers and the adhesive 
residue from them without damaging paint. It's made by the same 
people who made most of these contact adhesives in the first place for 
the purpose. 


The brass contact pins and the hard copper contact fingers in the 
oscillator unit polish up very nicely with Brasso. It is easiest 
simply to take the turret out of the unit. Polish each of the 64 pins 


individually by taking a cloth moistened with Brasso and rocking it 
around the sides of the pins, where the contact is made. Work a cloth 
through the contact fingers. Clean thoroughly with another cloth when 
done. I use some Lubriplate grease on the turret bushings (very 
little needed), a drop of motor oil on the other mechanical shafts and 
bushings, and give the fingers a shot of Caig Deoxit after assembly. 
The contacts on the LO-Q/DELTA-Q lever switch want a business card 
pulled through them while held closed---that is enough abrasive to 
clean them nicely. A little Deoxit keeps things that way. 


Simple products, plus a willingness to spend some time polishing 
things, use of cloths and Q-tips, and attention to detail, almost 
invariably produce beautiful results without damaging anything. 


Now, I've got the Q-meter panel in front of me, and it is waiting for 
me to put the second meter (which looks like new) back in. After 
that, I'll put the power supply and Q-voltmeter back in, solder the 
wires that run to the Q voltmeter from the power supply, reinstall the 
oscillator, plug everything together and plug this baby in and watch 
it play. Some careful microsurgery on the thermocouple brought it 
back to life, and the oscillator and Q-voltmeter needed new toobs. 
I'll also have to rewire the power cord. This is the second Q-meter 
I've worked on where someone replaced the original 2-wire cord with a 
3-wire----and hooked neutral to the fuse and power switch. 


Message-Id: <199803310647 .WAAQ4819@mail-gw2.pacbell.net> 
From: "Arden Allen" <gumbear@pacbell.net> 

To: Old Tube Radios <boatanchors@theporch.com> 

Subject: Re: Cleaning 75A4 Knobs (an effusion) 

Date: Mon, 30 Mar 1998 22:47:57 -0800 

MIME-Version: 1.0 

Content-Type: text/plain; charset=IS0-8859-1 
Content-Transfer-Encoding: 8bit 


About knobs: 


There are generally two kinds of plastic knobs as there are generally two 
kinds of plastic. Thermoplastic and thermoset. From Books '97: 


"Thermoplastic, a material that repeatedly softens or melts when heated and 
hardens when cooled. Thermoplastic polymers consist of long polymer chains 
that are not connected to each other, e.g., not cross-linked. 

Thermoplastics include polyethylene, polypropylene, polystyrene, polyester, 


polyvinyl chloride, acrylics, nylons, spandex-type polyurethanes, 
polyamides, polycarbonates, fluorocarbons, and cellulosics." 


"Thermoset, a material that can not be softened on heating. In a 
thermosetting polymer, the long polymer chains are joined to each other, 
e.g., cross-linked, during fabrication through the use of chemicals, heat, 
or radiation; this process is called curing or vulcanization. Important 
thermosets include alkyds, phenolics, ureas, melamines, epoxies, 
polyesters, silicones, rubbers, and polyurethanes." 


The Collins knobs we are talking about are xphenolicx, pigmented with 
carbon black, otherwise they would have a translucent brown cast to them, 
the natural color of phenolic. Allen Bradley carbon composition 
resistors are molded in phenolic. 


As the encyclopedia says, heat and pressure is used to mold thermoset 
plastics. After the molding process is complete phenolic will not melt, it 
will only burn if it gets hot enough. 


So what is bakelite? Books sez: 


"Bakelite (b,mke-lit¥) [for its inventor, Leo Baekeland], a synthetic 
thermosetting phenol-formaldehyde resin with an unusually wide variety of 
industrial applications ranging from billiard balls to electrical 
insulation."...... And knobs. 


Anyone remember Dakaware? They made all kinds of bakelite stuff, including 
knobs. As bakelite ages and is exposed to various chemical assaults the 
softer parts of the compund decompose and the knob's surface becomes dull. 
Some of the eroded phenolic is bound in place by coats of grime. A good 
bath in soap and water will flush away this surface amalgam and reveal a 
badly erroded surface. 


The trick to restoring a dull bakelite knob is not to grind away the 
surface by extensive polishing, but to fill the emptied pores and then 
lightly buffing the new surface for optimum shine. Black shoe polish is 
one way but tends to come back off on the fingers. I get fairly nice 
results by using a good quality carnuba furniture finishing wax after 
washing knobs clean with soap and water. I hand polish them with an old 
T-shirt for shine. The knobs when done don't look like brand new but they 
have a nearly gloss black satin finish which I like to think honors their 
age. Nothing looks more hokey than a restoration job that looks better 
than new. It's not respectful. Them's me thots. 


Arden Allen KB6NAX Vallejo, CA  gumbear@pacbell.net 


Message-Id: <3.0.1.32.19980331115445 .006c8248@192 .168.0.1> 


Date: Tue, 31 Mar 1998 11:54:45 +0200 

To: Old Tube Radios <boatanchors@theporch.com> 

From: "JOSE V.GAVILA (EB5AGV/EC5AAU)" <eb5agv@ctv.es> 
Subject: R-388+ performance 

Mime-Version: 1.0 

Content-Type: text/plain; charset="us-ascii" 


Hi gang, 


While still waiting for the 6688/E180F tubes for my lovely Racal RA-117 (my 
brain is biased, hi!), yesterday I fired the filaments in my recently 
aligned R-388+ ('+' means that it has the Mechanical Filter Kit added). I 
love to run comparisons among my tubed and SS receivers (to convince myself 
that I SHOULD keep all of them ;-) ) and yesterday I played a bit with my 
YAESU FT-890 and the R-388+. Guess what????. YES, the Collins won again 
:-)!. In the 40 and 80 meters HAM bands, performance was similar (my unit 
has a product detector mod installed, and it works fine). But you can only 
appreciate at full the tracking of the RF and IF coils when you are far 
from HAM bands. I checked around 12.2Mc for some SW BC stations... At 
12.290 (if I recall right), the R-388 got a clear station (9+)... but the 


YAESU got ONLY NOISE!!!. I though: no, it is impossible... There should be 
a failure somewhere... Let's try again!. And I did... Some kc upwards and 
the YAESU barely heard another station... Well, let's try with the 
R-388+... WOW!!!. Clear and loud!. Not a 9+ but near 7. 

What can I say?... Don't trust too much for those newer ‘continuous 
coverage receivers'... Yes, they receive all frequencies... But are a BIT 
deaf ;-)!. 


KEEP THEM GLOWING!!! 


Best regards. 


73 EB5SAGV / ECSAAU 
JOSE V. GAVILA 
Ausias March 46, 15 
46910 Benetusser - VALENCIA 
SPAIN 


http://www. geocities.com/SiliconValley/6992/ 
e-mail: eb5agv@ctv.es & eb5agv@amsat.org 


From: DCrespy <DCrespy@aol.com> 
Message-ID: <65c5f257.3520d325@aol.com> 
Date: Tue, 31 Mar 1998 06:27:31 EST 


To: Old Tube Radios <boatanchors@theporch.com> 

Cc: boatanchors@sco.theporch.com, COLLINS@LISTSERV.TEMPE.GOV 
Mime-Version: 1.0 

Subject: Subject: Cleaning Cabinet Smoking Stains 
Content-type: text/plain; charset=US-ASCII 
Content-transfer-encoding: 7bit 


Scott, 


Go-Jo is a 'stress cracking agent' for certain plastics (as is armour-all). I 
have first hand professional experience with it (it cost my company $385,000). 
Be sure you THOROUGHLY clean up after using it, especially the plastic. 

Cracks will show up any time from a few hours to a few days after you tighten 

up mounting screws, or on parts that may be in a bind for some other reason. 


Harry 


Date: Tue, 31 Mar 1998 06:57:45 -0500 (EST) 

From: Sandra L Knepper <slkst29+@pitt.edu> 

To: Old Tube Radios <boatanchors@theporch. com> 

Subject: Cleaning Knobs 

Message-ID: <Pine.GS0O.3.96L.980331064943 .2869J-100000@unixs4.cis.pitt.edu> 
MIME-Version: 1.0 

Content-Type: TEXT/PLAIN; charset=US-ASCII 


Now that the proverbial smoke has cleared about cleaning phenolic or 
plastic knobs, let me add my two cents. The "best polish" for refinishing 
knobs is a product called "Magnolia Glayzit Telephone Refinisher." I know 
that some of you use and endorse this product. It comes in a 7 oz. spray 
aerosol can. Call 1-800-527-2101 for a local dealer; in Texas the number 
is 1-800-442-2601. 


The ingredient is a siliconized polish that I have used for years to 
polish Collins knobs - after first cleaning with a solution of ammonia. 
I might add that I have also used Liquid Gold as well. I like a liquid 
polish because it soaks into the pores of the material. 


To my earlier post about the Demeral tool - yes, I admit to stupidity on 
this one. Even though I was careful, I was in too much of a rush and 
quickly "burned" the plastic trim ring on my 312B-4 station console. 


Thank you. 


Dave, W3BIZ 
Publisher of the Collins Journal 


Message-Id: <3.0.32.19980331065532.0069bcc4@pop.mindspring.com> 
Date: Tue, 31 Mar 1998 07:01:25 -0500 

To: Old Tube Radios <boatanchors@theporch.com> 

From: Jim Lockwood <jmlckwd@mindspring.com> 

Subject: Cleaning smoke residue 

Mime-Version: 1.0 

Content-Type: text/plain; charset="us-ascii" 


Hi Gang, 


If you are inclined to wash your radios as part of the cleaning process (I 
am), you have another option (besides GOJO) for removing smoke stains: 
automatic dishwashing detergent. 


A hot, concentrated solution of this detergent, applied with a paint brush 
or toothbrush will cause smoke stains to dissolve almost instantly. 

This is the technique I have used on close to a dozen radios and 
accessories and I swear by it. 


No technique is perfect and automatic dish detergent is no exception to 
this. Here are the caveats: 


The paint on really old Heath front panels (DX-40, AM-2, DX-100 style) is 
slightly susceptible to the detergent if prolonged contact is allowed. 
Prolonged? Yeah, like half an hour of continuous immersion, to be 
specific. However, brush on, rinse off has caused no problems at all. 


I use this detergent solution to clean knobs also. Some knob materials 
(and I don't know what they are, sorry) become dull when exposed to this. 
Knobs for Gonset GSB-100 transmitters are of this type. OTOH, 
hallicrafters knobs, Heath knobs, Gonset Communicator knobs, (and lots of 
others) show no reaction to the solution at all, other than becoming 
extremely clean. 


The main advantage of the dish detergent is that, being a liquid, goes 
every where and cleans in the smallest corner and doesn't require a lot of 
labor (I'm lazy, OK, I"1ll admit it.). The only disadvantages I've found 
is that, being a fairly agressive solution, it does react with some 
substances. Using my experiences above as a guide, though, and you likely 
won't have any problems. 


Offered, for what it's worth..... 


73:4 


Jim - KA4CCF 


(formerly KM6NK, WA4KOO, WN4KOO) 
Looking for original QSL cards from K4CCF 


http: //www.mindspring.com/~johnmb/radiorm1. htm 


End o£ BOATANCHORS Digest 1991 
KKKKKKKKKKKKKKK KEKE KIRK 


>From ???@??? Wed Apr 01 03:23:53 1998 

Message-Id: <199804010357.VAA19491@sco.theporch. com> 
Date: Tue, 31 Mar 1998 21:53:38 CST 

Subject: BOATANCHORS digest 1992 


BOATANCHORS Digest 1992 
Topics covered in this issue include: 


1) FS: H-P 410B VTVM 
by RSOLOMON@systems.TEXTRON.COM 
2) Knobs 
by W4U0C <W4U0C@aol.com> 
3) RE: Cleaning 75A4 Knobs 
by Ed Sieb <esieb@gmsiworld.com> 
4) of tubes and testers and trouble 
by "Lawrence R. Ware" <lrware@pipeline.com> 
5) WTS turbine for R390A and some other mumblings.... 
by "Bob Duckworth" <wb4mnf@atl.org> 
6) B&W 423 
by Garey Barrell <k4oah@mindspring.com> 
7) B&W 423 
by Garey Barrell <k4oah@mindspring.com> 
8) Re: Cleaning smoke residue 
by "Arden Allen" <gumbear@pacbell.net> 
9) Re: GR Model LX Wooden cabinet Refinishing and other Questions 
by Henry van Cleef <vancleef@netcom.com> 
10) Change in e-mail address 
by RSOLOMON@systems. TEXTRON.COM 
11) Re: B&W 423 
by "David L. Thompson" <thompson@mindspring.com> 
12) kermit the FRG -- A hearsay 
by polepeeg@aa4rm.ba-watch.org (BA Marina Electrician) 
13) Re: Farm animals living and dead 
by polepeeg@aa4rm.ba-watch.org (BA Marina Electrician) 


14) Re: Stuff 
by Eugene Rippen <soundval@foothill.net> 
15) WTB: Drake marine VHF transceivers 
by "Sindre Torp" <sindtorp@online.no> 
16) Re: Cleaning Knobs 
by Richard Loken <richardlo@devax.admin.athabascau.ca> 
17) Re: Cleaning smoke residue and dials. 
by "larry" <rau@wco.com> 
18) Help with Dayton-Buffalo pickup 
by "Paul Bernhard Sr." <w2tu@email.msn.com> 
19) FS BC-454-B WW-II Receiver 
by John Russo <jprusso@acsu.buffalo.edu> 
20) VF-1 is SOLD 
by kb5wwo@juno.com (George T Folse) 
21) CLEANING CABINET SMOKING STAINS 
by JOHN_SEHRING.parti@ecunet.org (JOHN SEHRING) 
22) BRASSO is KING 
by "Allan D. Fritsche" <fritsche@email.msn.com> 
23) Howard 450A revr 
by Roy Nollkamper <royn@glacierelectric.com> 
24) Trade: Manual HP410C for HP410B 
by Greg Carter <kx4r@atl.mindspring.com> 
25) Re: BRASSO is KING 
by "A. B. Bonds" <ab@vuse.vanderbilt.edu> 
26) Re: Farm animals living and dead/Tripe 
by "Arden Allen" <gumbear@pacbell.net> 
27) Need EFJohnson Cabinet 
by lrm-brm@juno.com (Larry R. McGee) 
28) Globe King 400 
by "James D. Mayfield" <kb9bnr@revealed.net> 
29) WTB Tubes 
by "James D. Mayfield" <kb9bnr@revealed.net> 
30) Stress cracking agents 
by DCrespy <DCrespy@aol.com> 
31) Re: CLEANING CABINET SMOKING STAINS 
by "Arden Allen" <gumbear@pacbell.net> 
32) Polishing & protecting things/wrinkle painting/etc. 
by "Roberta J. Barmore" <rbarmore@indy.net> 
33) Age of Wire Recorder 
by Andre Guibert <aguibert@sympatico.ca> 


From: RSOLOMON@systems.TEXTRON.COM 

To: Old Tube Radios <boatanchors@theporch.com> 
Subject: FS: H-P 410B VTVM 

Message-ID: <0034100002904044000002L042*@MHS> 
Date: Tue, 31 Mar 1998 07:43:25 -0500 
MIME-Version: 1.0 


Content-Type: text/plain; charset=us-ascii 


Getting down to the Mesozoic layer ... H-P 410B VTVM, DC and Ohms 
scale work, no indication on AC(RF) but probe gets warm so tube 
fil seems OK. Needs a dose of De-Oxit and some cleaning. $30 plus 
UPS. 

73, Dick, W1KSZ 


From: W4U0C <W4U0C@aol.com> 

Message-ID: <35aa8cfa.3520e769@aol.com> 

Date: Tue, 31 Mar 1998 07:53:58 EST 

To: Old Tube Radios <boatanchors@theporch.com> 
Mime-Version: 1.0 

Subject: Knobs 

Content-type: text/plain; charset=US-ASCII 
Content-transfer-encoding: 7bit 


I have cleaned up lots of Collins equipment from the 75A-1 thru 75A-4 and 
tossed in all versions of the 32V series, S-line and 51-J4. I scrub the knobs 
with 409 and give them a coat of ARMORALL. They shine like they are new! 


I have done the same with my HRO-W knobs and the black wrinkle finish and it 
also looks like new. 


As a kid on the farm in Iowa, I used bailing wire now and then too! 


Tom Koch - W4U0C since 1967, formerly W3GLS, KOPDI and KNOPDI 
8170 Habersham Waters Road 

Dunwoody, GA 30350 

w4uoc@aol.com 


Message-ID: <Q1BD5C83.7CB2B680@dstephen. gmsiworld.com> 
From: Ed Sieb <esieb@gmsiworld.com> 

To: Old Tube Radios <boatanchors@theporch.com> 

Cc: "boatanchors@theporch.com" <boatanchors@theporch.com> 
Subject: RE: Cleaning 75A4 Knobs 

Date: Tue, 31 Mar 1998 09:00:42 -0500 

MIME-Version: 1.0 

Content-Type: text/plain; charset="us-ascii" 
Content-Transfer-Encoding: quoted-printable 


Brasso! Yes, I concur completely with Mike. I've used Brasso to restore = 
the finish on antique phones, both Bakelite and painted and other = 
surfaces with excellent results. The resulting finish you get is not = 
quite "glossy" but a toned down gloss, almost shiny satin. Very close to = 
the finish of a well used, but well maintained piece of equipment. The = 


results on Bakelite are very satisfactory. 


73, de Ed VA3ES/VE2BAQ (that's Boat Anchor Quality) 
Ed Sieb, VA3ES esieb@gmsiworld.com 

P. O. Box 8377, Ottawa Terminal, Ottawa, Ontario, K1G 3H8 
613-738-8924 (H) 613-599-5161 (Ww) =09 


AMI #529 Canadian Division Director. 
Member - Radio Club of America, QCWA, AWA 
Net Manager - Canadian Boat Anchor Net (3745 Kcs) 


Message-Id: <3.0.5.32.19980331093904.0081b450@pop. pipeline. com> 
Date: Tue, 31 Mar 1998 09:39:04 +0000 

To: Old Tube Radios <boatanchors@theporch.com> 

From: "Lawrence R. Ware" <lrware@pipeline.com> 

Subject: of tubes and testers and trouble 

Mime-Version: 1.0 

Content-Type: text/plain; charset="us-ascii" 


It's once again mea culpa time for yours truly.... 


A gentlemen contacted me this AM to discuss returning some of 
the tubes I sold him recently. His TV-7 disagreed with test 
results I had promised him as part of the deal. 


His comments caused me to revisit the assembly line testing I'd 
been doing for several days. A check of my "cheat sheet" (stuck on 
the wall above the old B&K 707) led me to discover that I have 
screwed up badly. In this gents case one side of every tube I sent 
him had xneverx been looked at... :-( 


I also learned that my "transconductance" tester only tests 
emission for a large number of types. In effect, any tube requiring 
"special" settings gets only an emission test. :-( 

This is a case of someone who should *xknowx better never reading 
the fine print in the manual. 


Everyone who purchased tubes in the last few days is entitled 

to a refund on request. I can no longer promise that the test 
results I gave everyone are valid. 

Please test them yourselves, (put them in your radio, whatever...) 
And let me know if you have any bad ones. I will refund what you 
paid for any unusable tubes you received. 


At this time I am discontinuing all tubes sales. The remaining 


inventory will be shipped off to a wholesaler. 
Please accept my apologies over the whole mess. 


-Larry Ware 
lrware@pipeline.com 


d## They say: 

d## "Madness takes its toll." 
i## Please have exact change... 
# lrware@pipeline.com 


Message-Id: <199803311408. JAA08493@atl.org> 
From: "Bob Duckworth" <wb4mnf@atl.org> 
To: Old Tube Radios <boatanchors@theporch.com> 


Subject: WTS turbine for R390A and some other mumblings.... 


Date: Tue, 31 Mar 1998 11:23:14 +0100 


SWAP! 

Have: 

http: //www.atl.org/surplus/images/turbine. jpg 
(turbine photo) 


Want: 

R390A dead or alive but intact, prefer with meters, 
don't need covers. All queries off list please. 
wb4mnf@atl.org 


Other mumblings... 


Breting 12: 

Have a repainted one with no lettering on the panel. 
Can anyone tell me if/how it's labeled and approx. 
size and typeface used for lettering. 


Mil debris: 

Charging Set 60-W, 15-V, NO.2, Mk.1. (Pedal Driven) 
1953 ‘Ministry of Supply... .' 

This is a very uncomfortable backpack frame holding 
a foot crank genny set. The backpack unfolds into a 
chair (of sorts). The 60W must mean 60W output from 
genny because it takes that to turn it with no load! 
What was it's purpose (it's furniture now)? 


-bob 


wb4mnf 
Atlanta 
404-888-0389 


Message-Id: <3.0.1.32.19980331100133 .00692d68@pop.mindspring.com> 
Date: Tue, 31 Mar 1998 10:01:33 -0500 

To: Old Tube Radios <boatanchors@theporch.com> 

From: Garey Barrell <k4oah@mindspring.com> 

Subject: B&W 423 

Mime-Version: 1.0 

Content-Type: text/plain; charset="us-ascii" 


Hi Guys - 

I hope this is where I saw the inquiry about a B&W 423. If not, sorry. 
B&W 423 is shown in a March 1969 catalog as: 

100 watts, 6 meters, 52/75 ohms. $15.95 

73, 

Garey - K40AH 


k4oah@mindspring.com 
Atlanta 


Message-Id: <3.0.1.32.19980331105336 .00696c90@pop.mindspring.com> 
Date: Tue, 31 Mar 1998 10:53:36 -0500 

To: Old Tube Radios <boatanchors@theporch.com> 

From: Garey Barrell <k4oah@mindspring.com> 

Subject: B&W 423 

Mime-Version: 1.0 

Content-Type: text/plain; charset="us-ascii" 


This makes a lotta sense.... It's a Low Pass Filter. No mention of 
bandpass numbers in this catalog. 


Hi Guys - 
I hope this is where I saw the inquiry about a B&W 423. If not, sorry. 
B&W 423 is shown in a March 1969 catalog as: 


100 watts, 6 meters, 52/75 ohms. $15.95 


73, 


Garey - K40AH 
k4oah@mindspring.com 
Atlanta 


Message-Id: <199803311610.IAA27340@mail-gw6.pacbell.net> 
From: "Arden Allen" <gumbear@pacbell.net> 

To: Old Tube Radios <boatanchors@theporch.com> 

Subject: Re: Cleaning smoke residue 

Date: Tue, 31 Mar 1998 08:12:09 -0800 

MIME-Version: 1.0 

Content-Type: text/plain; charset=IS0-8859-1 
Content-Transfer-Encoding: 7bit 


Jim sez: 

> I use this detergent solution to clean knobs also. Some knob materials 
> (and I don't know what they are, sorry) become dull when exposed to this. 
> Knobs for Gonset GSB-100 transmitters are of this type. OTOH, 

> hallicrafters knobs, Heath knobs, Gonset Communicator knobs, (and lots of 
> others) show no reaction to the solution at all, other than becoming 

> extremely clean. 


One thing I forgot to mention in my recent "effusion" is that the 
thermoplastic knobs, being of more recent development, hold up better and 
clean up like new because of the superior polymer chemistry processes used 
in modern plastics. Bakelite came about in, I believe, the mid 19th 
century and has lasted so long because it is inexpensive to produce and 
being a thermoset has many applications that must withstand high 
temperatures without softening, cooking pot handles being the most abundant 
example. 


Arden Allen KB6NAX Vallejo, CA gumbear@pacbell.net 


From: Henry van Cleef <vancleef@netcom. com> 

Message-Id: <199803311642 .IAAQ2957@netcom2.netcom. com> 

Subject: Re: GR Model LX Wooden cabinet Refinishing and other Questions 
To: Old Tube Radios <boatanchors@theporch.com> 

Date: Tue, 31 Mar 1998 09:42:53 -0700 (MST) 

Cc: boatanchors@theporch.com 

MIME-Version: 1.0 

Content-Type: text/plain; charset=US-ASCII 

Content-Transfer-Encoding: 7bit 


As N. West discourses 


Until now I have ignored any information concerning wooden cabinet 
refinishing because my radios were either wrinkle, hammertone, or splatter 
finished. Now I have a General Radio Model LX UHF Signal Generator, USN 
contract dated 1942, with a varnished wooden cabinet. (The civilian 
nomenclature is Type 804-A or later). Electrically, I have it working on 
some bands, but I am wondering on the best approach to refinishing the 
scratched cabinet. Has anyone refinished a GR cabinet of this vintage or 
can anyone point me towards a good reference on refinishing? 


VV VV VV VV V 


Well, if it is anything like the finish on my 650-A bridge, it isa 
shellac finish. Fairly easy to clean up and make look nice. Fora 
light cleanup, use a water-diluted ammonia solution. Ammonia will 
remove some of the surface stuff (oxidized shellac, dirt, and good 
shellac) with a sponge. Use plenty of rinse water. The stronger the 
ammonia the more shellac it removes (it's a way to strip crazed 
shellac off things like pianos). 


If you remove too much shellac, you can refinish with a wash coat 
(i.e., the standard cut in the cans diluted 2:1 or 3:1 with alcohol) 
Work quickly with a soft (camel's hair usually specified). Orange 
shellac has a lot of staining power, makes a nice surface, and 
generally fills in scratch discoloring nicely. 


Working shellac is a real skill-tester, and it's a real plus if you 
have experience with it. 


Whatever you do, don't attempt to reflow old shellac with alcohol. 
You'll get a gummy mess, and the only way to fix it is to strip (with 
ammonia) and refinish. Start with a mild ammonia solution and see 
what results you are getting. 


Also, does anyone have a manual, schematic, or any other information on 
this unit? It tunes from 7.5 to 330 mc/s, what would the USN have used it 
for back in WWII? 


VV VV WV 


Can't help you with a manual, and for a schematic, just ring the thing 
out and draw one (which will be a chore, but it will get you a 
schematic to analyze). VHF-UHF were aggressively pursued in WWII in 
the US for radar and, later, things like aircraft communications, 
instrument landing systems, IFF (transponder). 


From: RSOLOMON@systems.TEXTRON.COM 

To: Old Tube Radios <boatanchors@theporch.com> 
Subject: Change in e-mail address 

Message-ID: <0034100002907241000002L012*@MHS> 
Date: Tue, 31 Mar 1998 11:38:43 -0500 
MIME-Version: 1.0 

Content-Type: text/plain; charset=us-ascii 


The "Sleeping Giant" has finally awakened and sent me a cease and 
desist order. From now on I will have to send and receive e-mail 
via my home e-mail address... bummer !! 

wiksz@tiac.net 


See you from there, 73, Dick, W1KSZ 


Date: Tue, 31 Mar 1998 12:06:10 -0500 (EST) 

Message-Id: <1.5.4.16.19980331000801.0a5746b6@pop.mindspring.com> 
Mime-Version: 1.0 

Content-Type: text/plain; charset="us-ascii" 

To: Old Tube Radios <boatanchors@theporch.com> 

From: "David L. Thompson" <thompson@mindspring.com> 

Subject: Re: B&W 423 


Gary K40AH wrote: 

c hope this is where I saw the inquiry about a B&W 423. If not, sorry. 
aah 423 is shown in a March 1969 catalog as: 

66 watts, 6 meters, 52/75 ohms. $15.95 

> 


Thats right this is a low pass filter. If you open it up you may damage the 
plastic B&W used for insulation. I had the KW HF version and once you move 
the plastic its hard to get working again. 


Dave K4JRB 


Date: Tue, 31 Mar 1998 06:16:19 -0500 

From: polepeeg@aa4rm.ba-watch.org (BA Marina Electrician) 
Message-Id: <199803311116.GAA10685@aa4rm.ba-watch.org> 
To: Old Tube Radios <boatanchors@theporch.com> 

Subject: kermit the FRG -- A hearsay 


Alan... 


Little known fact is that's a Wadley loop RX. So don't worry Alan, 
it's a baby RA-17. 


Since no early-systhesiser phase noise, these FRGs had a small band 
of cult-followers 15 yrs ago. 


One of my kids used one for a while - but it was hard for him to pick up 
the band-set/interpolation-scale tuning drill. 


Here it is '98 & we both still miss kermit the FRG. 


As to why you hear hiss rather than Dr. Laura... that's where the 
discrete-part fun begins. Cud it be the comb generator, the 1st up-conv. 
mixer, the 2nd down-conv. mixer, an audio IC, the rf amp, any of 

many if amps, oooh-oooh-oh? Is an antenna connected? Have the 

input prot'n diodes shorted (happened on ‘'ours')?? 


Yours walking that thin thermionic line (it has fil. lights too), 


Date: Tue, 31 Mar 1998 06:31:20 -0500 

From: polepeeg@aa4rm.ba-watch.org (BA Marina Electrician) 
Message-Id: <199803311131.GAA10696@aa4rm.ba-watch.org> 
To: Old Tube Radios <boatanchors@theporch.com> 

Subject: Re: Farm animals living and dead 


>you mean they have a program that just goes around and 
>extracts adresses from everything on the web ? 


Now I ain't no Von Neumann, but I did this myself last Dec. Used a Unix 
reporting language called awk. Had direct access to a Unix INND newsserver. 


30 lines of code later, the invasive baby breathed life - and addresses 
out of any ensemble of newsgroups chosen. What's more it ‘corrected ' 
most of the NOSPAM kinda inserts folks use to 'fool' these things. 


Did think of spam to tap cigar folks. Exercise was p/o the 
successful devel. of the site http://www.netstogie.com. 


But remained an exercise. Dang spam generates too much angst - a 
successful site now has to be there only as an ordering convenience - 


recognition's gotta come externally. Didja see where I sed 'now?' 


Point is here that ads for such tripe make it look like the work-basis 


of an NSA programming team. 


Might be if you're in a W95/NT gate-straight-jacket, though. 


Message-ID: <35212EBB.7715@foothill.net> 

Date: Tue, 31 Mar 1998 09:58:19 -0800 

From: Eugene Rippen <soundval@foothill.net> 
MIME-Version: 1.0 

To: Old Tube Radios <boatanchors@theporch.com> 
CC: Old Tube Radios <boatanchors@theporch.com> 
Subject: Re: Stuff 

Content-Type: text/plain; charset=us-ascii 
Content-Transfer-Encoding: 7bit 


Any time I start to question the rationality or 

reasonableness of collecting BAs; I think of the 
guy I met who collected Airline barf bags (unused 
I presume). Then I go out and get some more BAs. 


Yes, one reason to collect is the keeping of our 
past, nostalgia; which is not limited to our own, 
personal recollections, but as we have learned it 
to have been. (The fascination with "Titanic".) 


However, I also enjoy the art form, and the 
intellectual challenges from servicing the equipment. 


Our hobby has a lot going for it. 
Gene 


Bill Hawkins wrote: 


> 
SA heaianbes We're drowning in our stuff". In it, she 

> quotes Prof Robert Thompson of Syracuse U who says, "We really 

> identify ourselves by what we consume, and every time we throw 

> something away, we feel like we're tossing a little bit of our 

> identity. And since our identities keep changing ... it's becoming 
> more important to cling to the stuff that reminds us of who we used 
> to be or who we wanted to be." I can relate to the "who we used to 
> be" part. But I also think it's part 'keep something interesting 

> around’. 


Message-Id: <199803311759.TAA17524@online.no> 


From: "Sindre Torp" <sindtorp@online.no> 

To: Old Tube Radios <boatanchors@theporch.com> 
Subject: WTB: Drake marine VHF transceivers 
Date: Tue, 31 Mar 1998 19:58:00 +0200 
MIME-Version: 1.0 

Content-Type: text/plain; charset=ISO0-8859-1 
Content-Transfer-Encoding: 7bit 


Hello, 
Thanks for reading this! 


I want to buy marine VHF transceivers made by R.L. Drake Company. The 
models I'm looking for are: 

MRT-55 

MRT-55C 

TR-V 

TR-22M 


I'm interested in these units in any condition, working or not. If you have 
any ideas of where I may find any of them, such info will be most welcome 
too. 


Please e-mail to: sindtorp@online.no 
Thanks, 


Sindre Torp, LA60P 
Norway 


Date: Tue, 31 Mar 1998 11:18:58 -0700 (MST) 
From: Richard Loken <richardlo@devax.admin.athabascau.ca> 
Subject: Re: Cleaning Knobs 
To: Old Tube Radios <boatanchors@theporch.com> 
Cc: Old Tube Radios <boatanchors@theporch.com>, 
~richardlo@devax.admin.athabascau.ca 
Message-id: 
<Pine.PMDF.3.95.980331111219 .541065905B-100000@devax.admin.athabascau.ca> 
MIME-version: 1.0 
Content-type: TEXT/PLAIN; charset=US-ASCII 


On Tue, 31 Mar 1998, Sandra L Knepper wrote: 
> To my earlier post about the Demeral tool - yes, I admit to stupidity on 


> this one. Even though I was careful, I was in too much of a rush and 
> quickly "burned" the plastic trim ring on my 312B-4 station console. 


You can buff bakelite but a Dremel tool is just too fast. That what Bugs Bunny 
said, "Stop that! You're too fast!" 


When I worked for the phone company a couple centuries back they would use 
an electric buffer to put the shine back into a 500 telephone when they 
refurbished it and one manufacturer changed case materials so refurbisher 
found himself melting the telephones instead of polishing them. 


Don't know how they resolved that one. 
Richard Loken VE6BSV, Systems Programmer - VMS 
Athabasca University 
Athabasca, Alberta Canada 
xx richardlo@admin.athabascau.ca xx 


Message-Id: <199803311919.LAA26710@shell.wco.com> 
From: "larry" <rau@wco.com> 

To: Old Tube Radios <boatanchors@theporch.com> 
Cc: "boatanchors" <boatanchors@theporch.com> 
Subject: Re: Cleaning smoke residue and dials. 
Date: Tue, 31 Mar 1998 11:14:50 -0800 
MIME-Version: 1.0 

Content-Type: text/plain; charset=IS0-8859-1 
Content-Transfer-Encoding: 7bit 


Jim your dishwasher detergent idea is a good one. 
Can you post the label ingredients Jim ? 


I have used a liquid dish detergent called Crystal White (diluted with 
water of course ) for many years...I have not known it to attack paints 
or older plastics..and it will remove smoke residue... as will rubbing 
alcohol..but alky should ONLY be applied to non-painted surfaces. 


Note : I would never use any kind of soap or detergent or solvent on 
painte, printed, or screened- on dial markings....depending on age and 
materials some dial markings will fall off if brushed lightly.. others 
will stand dusting with a artists paint brush.. others can stand a wipe 
with a damp cloth... but if you goof.. there goes the whole radio ! 


I think Tri sodium phosphate Might be one of the ingredients of the 
powdered dishwasher detergents. though i confess i dont own a diswasher ( 
I am one ) so havent a label in 40 years. 


TSP is a common pre-painting prep material and will eat the surface of 
many paints in high concentrations. 


Jim's basic caution of apply in the proper concentration and rinse 
immediately is Gospel no matter what you use. 


In the archives last fall there is a long discussion of radio cleaning... 


Larry W6WUH 


From: "Paul Bernhard Sr." <w2tu@email.msn.com> 

To: Old Tube Radios <boatanchors@theporch.com> 

Subject: Help with Dayton-Buffalo pickup 

Date: Tue, 31 Mar 1998 14:52:29 -0500 

Message-ID: <Q1dc62853191f£38UPIMSSMTPUSRO4@email .msn.com> 


Hi Gang; 

Just a shot in the dark. Need help to pick up BA revr (Collins size) in 
Dayton (Hamfest) and bring back to or near Buffalo, NY. Would be glad to 
meet near Buffalo for transfer and share gas, tolls, etc. 


Tnx for reading this. 
Paul Bernhard Sr. W2TU 


w2tu@msn.com 


Message-ID: <35216137.CCE69A32@acsu.buffalo.edu> 
Date: Tue, 31 Mar 1998 16:33:43 -0500 

From: John Russo <jprusso@acsu.buffalo.edu> 
MIME-Version: 1.0 

To: Old Tube Radios <boatanchors@theporch.com> 
Subject: FS BC-454-B WW-II Receiver 
Content-Type: text/plain; charset=us-ascii 
Content-Transfer-Encoding: 7bit 


For Sale BC-454-B 3-6mc receiver with 110v supply located where the 

dynomotor 

sits. Made by Western Electric , looks complete, PS seems to fit right 

over the mounting plate for the dyno, is this original ?? Did not power 

up, condition fair, needs some TLC for sure. $40 shipped 
John KF2JIQ 


To: Old Tube Radios <boatanchors@theporch.com> 

Cc: heath@listserv.tempe. gov 

Date: Tue, 31 Mar 1998 15:46:11 -0600 

Subject: VF-1 is SOLD 

Message-ID: <19980331.154613 .9638.2.kb5wwo@juno.com> 
From: kb5wwo@juno.com (George T Folse) 


Thanks to all who replied 


George Folse III KB5WWO kb5wwo@juno.com or kb5wwo@bellsouth.net 
630 Dolhonde St. 

Gretna,La. 70053 

504-362-1896 ph/fax 

Collector of Johnson,Heath,& Atwater Kent AMI#937 


MIME-Version: 1.0 

Content-Type: text/plain; charset="US-ASCII" 
Content-Transfer-Encoding: 7bit 

Date: Tue, 31 Mar 1998 17:26:01 -0500 (EST) 

Subject: CLEANING CABINET SMOKING STAINS 

To: Old Tube Radios <boatanchors@theporch.com> 

From: JOHN_SEHRING.parti@ecunet.org (JOHN SEHRING) 
Message-ID: <9803311726.aa04528@pcusa01.ecunet.org> 


I sure hope that NO ONE puts any kind of wax or polish or silicone spray or 
anything like that on a BA!! 


Some items are designed xnotx to shine but to have a dull finish on 
purpose. BTW, "shiny" does not necessarily mean "clean". 


These are notoriously difficult (some are impossible) to remove. It makes 
it very hard on the next owner to: 1) clean anything that may have 
remained xunderx the coating and 2) paint (if that should be necessary). 


Aggressive cleaning can do way more harm than good & may do irreversible 
harm. 


Please, clean gently, well & thoroughly, and rinse completely. That's it! 
Sit back, admire & use it. 


-John Sehring (written on Tue, Mar 31, 1998 at Custer, SD) UCC WB2EQG 


From: "Allan D. Fritsche" <fritsche@email.msn.com> 
To: Old Tube Radios <boatanchors@theporch.com> 
Subject: BRASSO is KING 


Date: Tue, 31 Mar 1998 17:22:39 -0600 
Message-ID: <Qd5d83922231f38UPIMSSMTPUSRO3@email.msn.com> 


Hello Gang, done my fair share of getting some of these small beasts back to 
almost like new.. Brasso is excellent on knobs and plastic covers. DONT use 
it for anything that has imprints... BTW, its getting harder to find genuine 
Brasso in my area( Houston, Texas)... 


Perhaps the FDA decided it caused Cancer in ANTS. 


One little trick I still like to use, is after a rubdown with Brasso, clean 
up your 
piece with just soap and water and then apply a small amount of toothpaste.. 


Now comes the hand work and an old cotton cloth, wash well and put on a coat 
of car wax... The knobs look like new...... 


BTW (2nd time) GOJO is an excellent product... If your like me and have a 
car with a lite colored decour, your armrests will get a little dark in the 
crinkle.. 

Rub a little GOJO and work in with a soft brush... Clean with soap and water 
and you got like new. 


Thats all from the Mouth from the South 
Al 

KD5CML 

fritdsche@classic.msn.com 


Date: Tue, 31 Mar 1998 16:44:41 -0700 

Message-Id: <199803312344.QAAQ5724@mothra.hi-line.net> 
Mime-Version: 1.0 

Content-Type: text/plain; charset="us-ascii" 

To: Old Tube Radios <boatanchors@theporch.com> 

From: Roy Nollkamper <royn@glacierelectric.com> 
Subject: Howard 450A rcevr 


Greetings all from the new guy: 


After finding invaluable ways to clean the faceplate and fix the knobs I 
have a question about my recently acquired Howard 450A. 


Some fool decided to mask off the lettering--doing a terrible job--and then 
spray the faceplate of the poor Howard with wrinkle finish black. Needless 
to say, it looks much less than wonderful, and the paint is VERY thick. 


Does anyone know of a way to replace the lettering (surface only, not 
etched) on the Howard? Does anyone silkscreen them like the Collins 
replacements?. I hate to start an extensive restoration before I figure out 
the cosmetic stuff. Wish the Brasso and GoJo would work here!! A good 
photo of the receiver would also be helpful. 


Thanks in advance...I'm confident the advice will be prolific. 73 from Roy 
K7JAQ. Hope everyone enjoys Dayton...it's a fer piece from Montana. If you 
see a National NTX 30 or a Hallicrafters HT 9 let me know!! 


Message-Id: <3.0.5.16.19980331141024 .402£1550@pop.atl.mindspring.com> 
Date: Tue, 31 Mar 1998 14:10:24 -0500 

To: Old Tube Radios <boatanchors@theporch.com> 

From: Greg Carter <kx4r@atl.mindspring.com> 

Subject: Trade: Manual HP410C for HP410B 

Mime-Version: 1.0 

Content-Type: text/plain; charset="us-ascii" 


Hello All ! 


I have just acquired a Hewlett-Packard HP410B VTVM but the manual 
that came with it is for the HP410C (different animal) 


I would like to trade my C manual (an original ) for an original B manual. 
Any takers out there ??? 


Tnx and 73, 
Greg KX4R 
kx4r@mindspring.com 


To: Old Tube Radios <boatanchors@theporch.com> 

From: "A. B. Bonds" <ab@vuse. vanderbilt. edu> 

Subject: Re: BRASSO is KING 

Message-Id: <1998Mar31.174818-0600@spike.vuse. vanderbilt .edu> 
Date: 31 Mar 1998 17:48:17 -0600 

MIME-Version: 1.0 


In <0d5d83922231f38UPIMSSMTPUSRO3@email.msn.com>, Allan D. Fritsche wrote: 
>Hello Gang, done my fair share of getting some of these small beasts back to 
>almost like new.. Brasso is excellent on knobs and plastic covers. 


I am in general agreement regarding the ubiquitous applications of 
Brasso. 


Do be aware that it has ammonia in it. As such, it can embrittle some 
metals, leading to cracks. I don't use it on heavily formed brass, 
Since the stresses in these pieces make them more apt to have 
problems. Great for belt-buckles.... 


A. B. Bonds 


Message-Id: <199804010155.RAA22082@mail-gw5.pacbell.net> 

From: "Arden Allen" <gumbear@pacbell.net> 

To: Old Tube Radios <boatanchors@theporch.com> 

Cc: "Jack G F Hill W4KH (BA Listowner)" <listown@jackatak.theporch. com> 
Subject: Re: Farm animals living and dead/Tripe 

Date: Tue, 31 Mar 1998 17:56:41 -0800 

MIME-Version: 1.0 

Content-Type: text/plain; charset=IS0-8859-1 

Content-Transfer-Encoding: 7bit 


Speaking of tripe..... polepeeg@aa4rm.ba-watch.org sez: 

> >you mean they have a program that just goes around and 

> >extracts adresses from everything on the web ? 

> 

> Now I ain't no Von Neumann, but I did this myself last Dec. Used a Unix 
> reporting language called awk. Had direct access to a Unix INND 


newsserver. 


30 lines of code later, the invasive baby breathed life - and addresses 
out of any ensemble of newsgroups chosen. What's more it ‘corrected’ 
most of the NOSPAM kinda inserts folks use to 'fool' these things. 


Did think of spam to tap cigar folks. Exercise was p/o the 
successful devel. of the site http://www.netstogie.com. 


But remained an exercise. Dang spam generates too much angst - a 
successful site now has to be there only as an ordering convenience - 


recognition's gotta come externally. Didja see where I sed 'now?' 


Point is here that ads for such tripe make it look like the work-basis 
of an NSA programming team. 


Might be if you're in a W95/NT gate-straight-jacket, though. 


VV VV VV VV VV VV VV VV VV 


M 


If anybody can explain what this has to do with what this mail list is 
about, please explain it first to Jack and see if he agrees with you. 
Otherwise...... 


Arden Allen KB6NAX Vallejo, CA gumbear@pacbell.net 


To: Old Tube Radios <boatanchors@theporch.com> 
Subject: Need EFJohnson Cabinet 

Message-ID: <19980331.195401.6846.0.1rm-brm@juno. com> 
From: lxrm-brm@juno.com (Larry R. McGee) 

Date: Tue, 31 Mar 1998 20:54:30 EST 


I would like to buy a good cabinet that will fit the Valiant I, Pacemaker 
or Thunderbolt. I expect to repaint it. Thanks.. Larry 


You don't need to buy Internet access to use free Internet e-mail. 
Get completely free e-mail from Juno at http://www. juno.com 
Or call Juno at (800) 654-JUNO [654-5866] 


Message-Id: <3.0.32.19980331201931.007527ac@revealed.net> 
Date: Tue, 31 Mar 1998 20:20:59 -0600 

To: Old Tube Radios <boatanchors@theporch.com> 

From: "James D. Mayfield" <kb9bnr@revealed.net> 

Subject: Globe King 400 

Mime-Version: 1.0 

Content-Type: text/plain; charset="us-ascii" 


Hello does anyone have the schematics for a Globe King 400, not an A,B or C 
just a 400. I have a one of a kind custom built band switching 400. It's 
very cool, has three RF decks. If anyone is interested you can see a 
picture of it on my web site at http://home.revealed.net/qste/bnr 


73 Dave 

- J. Dave Mayfield KB9BNR - 

2 If you are interested in nice used - 

- Amateur Radio equipment have a look - 
http: //home.revealed.net/qste/sale 

- kb9bnr@revealed.net - 


Message-Id: <3.0.32.19980331202051.006ecf28@revealed.net> 
Date: Tue, 31 Mar 1998 20:21:01 -0600 

To: Old Tube Radios <boatanchors@theporch.com> 

From: "James D. Mayfield" <kb9bnr@revealed.net> 

Subject: WTB Tubes 


Mime-Version: 1.0 
Content-Type: text/plain; charset="us-ascii" 


Does anyone have any V-70D's they would like to sell, if so please let me 
know. Need them for a new rig! Hi Hi 40 years old is new to me! 


7 J. Dave Mayfield KB9BNR - 

> If you are interested in nice used - 

- Amateur Radio equipment have a look - 
http: //home.revealed.net/qste/sale 

- kb9bnr@revealed.net - 


From: DCrespy <DCrespy@aol.com> 

Message-ID: <bai151ad5.3521a535@aol.com> 

Date: Tue, 31 Mar 1998 21:23:47 EST 

To: Old Tube Radios <boatanchors@theporch.com> 
Mime-Version: 1.0 

Subject: Stress cracking agents 

Content-type: text/plain; charset=US-ASCII 
Content-transfer-encoding: 7bit 


I got a lot of requests for more information on this one, so here is some 
more. 

When this came up about a year ago on BoatAnchors, Barry Ornitz posted the 
following to the list (I hope he does not mind my posting this again): 


known as "stress corrosion cracking" and it can occur with both metals and 
plastics. Metallurgists have quite a bit of information about this with 
various alloys but there are no good, all-inclusive theories about why it 
occurs with thermoplastic materials. It has been suggested that many 
organic liquids can permeate the crystalline regions of plastics and allow 
external stresses to do more damage than they normally would. 


I am sure most of you know how tough the PET plastic is that is used to 
make soft drink bottles. [Eastman is a major producer of PET plastics. ] 

Yet when the right organic chemical is painted on the outside of a filled 
bottle and quickly wiped off, and the bottle is allowed to sit undisturbed 
- in a few weeks it will literally be covered with cracks and fall apart in 
a brittle fashion. Many organic solvents are capable of doing this, so it 
becomes quite important which solvents are used in inks for external 
printing of these bottles. 


Harry mentioned Armor-All, which is designed to be used with plasticized 
polyvinyl chloride plastics, caused problems with ABS plastics. Armor-All 
is basically silicone oil dissolved in a mixture of solvents. One of these 
obviously was not good for ABS. 


The point of all this is that any organic solvent containing materials 
should be suspect around plastics until you have thoroughly tested them. 
But GoJo is soap you say. Not really. It is an emulsion of a detergent in 
water and organic solvents. 

Ever wonder why it cuts grease so well? Just smell it. 


Fortunately Boatanchor radios did not generally use the large amounts of 
plastics seen in today's radios. But you still have to worry about paints 
and lacquers being compatible with cleaning solvents. The best thing is to 
test everything first in an inconspicuous place on the radio. On things 
like clear dials or meter faces, stick with something very mild to clean 
them. If you have to use something like GoJo or Goof-Off or such, use it 
carefully and rinse it off as quickly as possible. 


73, Barry L. Ornitz WA4VZQ ornitz@tricon.net 


Message-Id: <199804010238.SAA05449@mail-gw5.pacbell.net> 
From: "Arden Allen" <gumbear@pacbell.net> 

To: Old Tube Radios <boatanchors@theporch.com> 

Subject: Re: CLEANING CABINET SMOKING STAINS 

Date: Tue, 31 Mar 1998 18:36:54 -0800 

MIME-Version: 1.0 
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John Sehring starts with: 

> I sure hope that NO ONE puts any kind of wax or polish or silicone spray 
sayin like that on a BA!! 

And concludes with: 

> Please, clean gently, well & thoroughly, and rinse completely. That's 
it! 


> Sit back, admire & use it. 


And then after a while you will notice tiny spots of corrosion erupting 
from under the paint. Over several years, depending mainly on the quality 


of the original finsh and somewhat on environment, the paint finish will 
look like it has the measles. After cleaning with soap and water, and 
especially when ammonia is used, the paint finsh should be sealed with a 
water repelling oily, waxy, gummy, gooey substance that penetrates the 
pores in the paint without causing damage. By most accounts, there are 
somewhere near a BILLION things you can use. 


All of my BA's are swathed in various preservative potions. It only took 
me about 30 years to learn this. 


Arden Allen KB6NAX Vallejo, CA gumbear@pacbell.net 


Date: Tue, 31 Mar 1998 22:36:23 -0500 (EST) 

From: "Roberta J. Barmore" <rbarmore@indy.net> 

To: Old Tube Radios <boatanchors@theporch.com> 

Subject: Polishing & protecting things/wrinkle painting/etc. 
Message-ID: <Pine.SUN.3.96.980331221927 .3626A-100000@indy2> 
MIME-Version: 1.0 

Content-Type: TEXT/PLAIN; charset=US-ASCII 


Hi! 
Will be brief, or try, as it is late and I need sleep. 


Brasso is okay--but I continue to swear by "Flitz" metal & Bakelite 
polish. It does a first-rate job. On really big metal things, or where 
it's especially nasty, I have been known to start with cotton wadding 
polish (cannot bring the name to mind--it comes in a round tin), but it's 
a little too aggressive for anything but metal. Fliz will polish up any 
kind of brass, Bakelite, Chrome, (etc.) and even get aluminium 
semi-presentable. It leaves a very slight waxy residue. 


On surface coatings, for smooth surfaces, plain old-fashioned paste wax 
(without any fany modern chemicals) is hard to beat; J-Wax was the stuff 
of choice for broadcast transmitters but any *xplainx paste wax will do. 

On things I make and paint wrinkle black, I usually apply a good clear 
overspray. This fills in the wrinkle a little but retains the look, and 
it's less eager to catch dust. Probably *not* the thing to do on an HRO 
or Harvey-Wells Bandmaster, however. 


Repainting wrinkle finishes: many times, you can carefully apply new 
paint xwithout* stripping the old; just get it xreallyx clean first. Bake 
and it'll conform to the old wrinkles. You need to get a smooth, even 
cover, as the shade will not match exactly in nearly all cases. 


Baking wrinkle paint: heat lamp in a cardboard box, with some 


coat-hanger wire grid shelves. Works like a champ, does not smell up the 
cooking oven, and if you choose your spot, it's safe. But you xdox have 
to keep an eye on it--I have a cheap HVAC dial-on-a-probe thermometer 
stuck in mine; it runs about 120 degreees F. Also works on plain 
paint--did an Altoids-tin sized enclosure in gloss black today and it was 
dry to the touch in an hour. (No tubes in the device that lives in it or 
I'd talk about it). You need to bide a wee between painting and putting 
the painted stuff in the oven, for the most volatile parts of the paint to 
evaporate; I usually wait 10-15 minutes. 


And that's today's vague tips. 


73, 
- -Bobbi 


KB9GKX "RJ" rbarmore@indy.net Roberta J. (Bobbi) Barmore 
FISTS #3388 * G-QRP #10001 * ARRL * RSGB x WIA 
Appreciator Of Vacuum-Tube Ham Gear and Vintage Keys 


Date: Tue, 31 Mar 1998 22:39:33 -0500 (EST) 

Message-Id: <199804010339.WAA04781@smtp11.bellglobal.com> 
Mime-Version: 1.0 

Content-Type: text/plain; charset="us-ascii" 

To: Old Tube Radios <boatanchors@theporch.com> 

From: Andre Guibert <aguibert@sympatico.ca> 

Subject: Age of Wire Recorder 


Bonsoir to All 

I have been asked by a Tec. Movie Producer to supply 

a wire recorder for a movie describing life in 1942/43 
out in Eastern Quebec. 

I have heard of them being used by bomber Masters to 
record tech. details of raids during this period but not 
by civilian broacasting companies. 

Would like to know if they were availlable to the general 
public in 1939/40. 


Andre 


Acres of Boatanchors 


End o£ BOATANCHORS Digest 1992 
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